
The effects of immigrants’ voting rights:
evidence from a ‘natural experiment’

Simona Fiore
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice

Workshop del Network Roberto Franceschi

December 13th, 2017

Bocconi university

1 / 19



Immigrazione e Politica

I L’immigrazione è oggi al centro del dibattito politico in Europa ed
in USA

I È tra i temi più scottanti dei manifesti dei partiti politici

I Crescente interesse nella letteratura economica per lo studio della
relazione tra immigrazione e risultati elettorali Halla et. al.
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La mia ricerca

Domanda di ricerca

I Come gli immigrati influenzano gli esiti elettorali nei paesi di
destinazione?

I Meccanismo: Acquisizione del diritto di voto da parte di
stranieri extra-UE

Identificazione

I L’approvazione di una nuova legge in Belgio nel 2004
I Requisito: residenza in Belgio senza interruzione per i 5 anni

precedenti le elezioni
I Principio del ‘mandatory voting’, dopo essersi registrati
I Sono concessi solo diritti di cittadinanza attiva
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Diritto di voto agli stranieri

I In Europa
Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Hungary, Ireland, Lithuania,

Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, six cantons in Switzerland, United Kingdom

I Allargare il diritto di voto riduce solo marginalmente il potere
politico dei cittadini

La partecipazione degli stranieri alle elezioni locali è più bassa di quella dei
cittadini
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Il processo di approvazione della legge in Belgio

I Non c’è stata una influenza diretta delle minoranze etniche nel
dibattito. Le decisioni sono state prese dall’establishment
politico. Le minoranze sono solo l’oggetto del discorso portato
avanti dalle élite politiche nazionali

I Timing della riforma, 2004
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Gli stranieri in Belgio

Tot. Population Share EU foreigners Share Non EU foreigners

Belgium 10,951266 6.8% 3.3%

Flanders 5,878,652 4,6% 2,7%
Wallonia 3,186,614 8% 2,6%

Source: National Statistics, Population by Nationality, 2011

Non EU foreigners: EU-27: 4%; Germany: 5.7%; Denmark: 3.8%; Sweden:
3.2% (Eurostat, 2009)
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Vallonia vs Fiandre

Politica dell’immigrazione

I L’attitudine verso le questioni riguardante l’immigrazione lto diversa
nelle due regioni, sia dal punto di vista politico che culturale:
Flemish multiculturalist vs Francophone assimilationist

Sistema Politico

I Il sistema elettorale belga è diviso secondo linee linguistiche:

I Il voto è obbligatorio per i belgi
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Dati

I Dati sui votanti extra-UE
(reperiti tramite il Ministero dell’Interno Belga)

I Dati sulle spese locali
(reperiti tramite il governo della regione delle Fiandre)

I Dati sui risultati delle elezioni locali
(reperiti online tramite Phython Programming)
5 elezioni locali: 1988, 1994, 2000, 2006, 2012
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Stranieri votanti - percentuale sulla popolazione

(.3873643,2.904958]
(.215013,.3873643]
(.1553892,.215013]
(.1000286,.1553892]
[0,.1000286]
No data

9 / 19



Stranieri votanti - percentuale sulla popolazione

(.4160568,4.010478]
(.2359633,.4160568]
(.1583863,.2359633]
(.1013236,.1583863]
[0,.1013236]
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Startegia di stima: DiD con trattamento continuo

ymt = α + βm + γt +
T∑

j=t+1

δjS Pot Votersm ∗ I jt + ηXmt + εmt

(1)

I ymt è l’esito elettorale (percentaule di voti o prababilità di essere il primo
partito) nel comune m all’elezione dell’anno t

I s pot voters è la variabilibe standardizzata che descrive la percentuale di
stranieri extra-ue votanti sulla popolazione

I I controlli time varying includono il logaritmo e la densità della
popolazione, la percentuale di stranieri

I Identifying assumption: ymt trends sono uguali in assenza del
trattamento. L’ipotesi è verificata se i coefficienti dell’interazione 1deltaj
sono zero per le elezioni precedenti la riforma
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Risultati: Vallonia - Socialisti
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Risultati: Fiandre - CD
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Risultati: Fiandre - Anti-immigrati
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Risultati: Fiandre - Anti-immigrati

-.1
0

.1
.2

.3

1994 2000 2004 2006 2012

15 / 19



Regional Attitudes towards Immigrants

(1) (2) (3) (4)
Immigrants good for eco Immigrants create jobs

Flanders 4.923*** 4.646***
(0.175) (0.112)

Wallonia 4.665*** 3.994***
(0.196) (0.146)

Wallonia vs Flanders -0.258*** -0.653***
(0.022) (0.035)

Observations 3,254 3,254 1,672 1,672
R-squared 0.798 0.019 0.835 0.030
Years of survey indicators YES YES
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Regional Attitudes towards Immigrants - 2

Immigration and far-right voting in the EU-15 countries

Table 14: European Social Survey - 1

(1) (2) (3) (4)
Immigrants good for eco Immigrants create jobs

Flanders 4.923*** 4.646***
(0.175) (0.112)

Wallonia 4.665*** 3.994***
(0.196) (0.146)

Brussles 5.611*** 4.640***
(0.199) (0.173)

Flanders vs Wallonia -0.258*** -0.653***
(0.022) (0.035)

Flanders vs Brussels 0.688*** -0.006
(0.029) (0.067)

Observations 3,254 3,254 1,672 1,672
R-squared 0.798 0.019 0.835 0.030
Years of survey indicators YES YES
Note. 2002 and 2004 waves are used in column (1) and (2); 2002 wave is used in column (3) and (4). Significance at the 10 %
level is represented by *, at the 5% level by **, and at the 1% level by ***.

Table 15: European Social Survey - 2

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)
Allow few Immigrants Cultural life enriched

from poor countries by immigrants No immigrants friends No immigrants collegueas

Flanders 2.493*** 5.791*** 2.498*** 2.392***
(0.031) (0.130) (0.040) (0.024)

Wallonia 2.401*** 6.043*** 2.118*** 2.115***
(0.034) (0.149) (0.054) (0.030)

Brussels 2.093*** 7.177*** 1.893*** 1.905***
(0.037) (0.157) (0.071) (0.029)

Flanders vs Wallonia -0.091*** 0.253*** -0.380*** -0.277***
(0.005) (0.019) (0.015) (0.007)

Flanders vs Brussels -0.400*** 1.387*** -0.605*** -0.487***
(0.013) (0.028) (0.033) (0.007)

Observations 3,299 3,299 3,263 3,263 1,729 1,729 1,287 1,287
R-squared 0.897 0.021 0.861 0.022 0.924 0.069 0.912 0.040
Years of survey indicators YES YES YES YES
Note. 2002 and 2004 waves are used in column (1) to (4); 2002 wave is used in column (5) to (8). Significance at the 10 %
level is represented by *, at the 5% level by **, and at the 1% level by ***.
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Conclusioni

I Principale effetto della riforma: Polarizzazione

I Cambio delle preferenze politiche dei cittadini belgi

I Voti all’estrema destra delle Fiandre non motivato da
preoccupazioni relative all’impatto degli stranieri sul mercato
del lavoro
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Immigration and far-right voting in the EU-15 countries
Figure 1. Immigration and far-right voting in the EU-15 countries, Norway, and Switzerland, 1970–2013

This scatterplot accounts for country fixed e↵ects (i. e., both variables are centered around the respective country-specific mean) and is based on 103 general election years
in EU-15 countries, Norway, and Switzerland in the period between 1970 and 2013; only democratic periods are used. Elections from countries, which do not have any
far-right party throughout the whole sample period are excluded. The inclusion of these 33 elections would give the following result: coe↵.(s.e.) = 0.53(0.14), R2 = 0.09.
65 elections could not be included due to missing information on the number of residents without citizenship in the particular country-years. Share of immigrants is
defined as the number of residents without citizenship relative to all residents. Data on the total number of residents is from the database of Eurostat. Information on
the number of residents without citizenship is from various national sources; details are available upon request. Share of votes for far-right parties include the following
parties: Austria: Freiheitliche Partei Österreichs founded in 1956, parliamentary elections (National Council of Austria); Belgium: sum of the following three parties:
(i) Vlaams Blok founded in 1978 and succeeded by the Vlaams Belang in 2004, (ii) Le Front national founded in 1985, (iii) Lijst Dedecker founded in 2007, general
elections (Belgian Chamber of Representatives); Denmark: sum of the following two parties: (i) Fremskridtspartiet founded in 1972, (ii) Dansk Folkeparti founded 1995 as
a splinter from the Fremskridtspartiet, parliamentary elections (Danish Parliament); Finland: Suomen maaseudun puolue founded in 1959, dissolved de facto in 1995 (de
jure in 2003), and succeeded by Perussuomaliset founded in 1995, Finnish parliamentary elections; France: Front National founded in 1972, French legislative elections
(first round votes); Germany: sum of the following two parties (i) Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands – Die Volksunion founded in 1964, (ii) Die Republikaner
founded in 1983, German federal elections; Greece: sum of the following two parties: (i) Ethniki Parataxis founded in the late 1970s, (ii) Laikós Orthódoxos Synagermós
founded in 2000, Greek legislative election; Ireland: no far-right parties; Italy: sum of the following two parties: (i) Movimento Sociale Italiano-Destra Nazionale founded
in 1946, dissolved in 1995, and transformed into the Alleanza Nazionale (dissolved 2009), (ii) Lega Nord founded in 1991, Italian general elections; Luxembourg: no
far-right parties; Netherlands: sum of the following three parties: (i) Centrumpartij founded in 1980 and dissolved in 1986, (ii) Lijst Pim Fortuyn founded in 2002 and
dissolved in 2008, (iv) Partij voor de Vrijheid founded in 2006, Dutch general elections; Norway: Framstegspartiet founded in 1973, Norwegian parliamentary elections;
Portugal: Partido Popular Monárquico founded in 1974, Portuguese legislative elections; Spain: no far-right parties; Sweden: Sverigedemokraterna founded in 1988,
Swedish general elections; Switzerland: Schweizerische Volkspartei founded in 1971, Swiss federal elections; United Kingdom: no far-right parties. Data on election
results are obtained from the Comparative Political Data Set I (23 OECD Countries) provided by Klaus Armingeon, Sarah Engler, Panajotis Potolidis, Marléne Gerber
and Philipp Leimgruber (see http://www.ipw.unibe.ch/research/datasets/index_eng.html). Information on founding years is from Wikipedia.
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Source: Halla et al., 2015 Back
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